For Release 28 May 2010
Chelsea Le Mans race car show gathers pace
Announced today is a completely new open-air classic, racing and performance car show in the middle of London on 5th September 2010.
Chelsea AutoLegends takes as its theme the great icons of the Le Mans 24 Hour Race. It will feature a magnificent array of great and rarely-seen cars that have raced in the French endurance event throughout its 88-year history. Topping the bill: the 240mph Porsche 917, which twice won the race 40 years ago, before a change of rules outlawed it as too powerful. A trio of 917s were used by Steve McQueen as the stars of his classic movie Le Mans – and the priceless car that will be at Chelsea is the very car McQueen drove in the film.
Joining the 917s ‘on the grid’ in the main display area is an ever growing list of great Le Mans marques: Ferrari, Aston Martin, Jaguar, Bentley, Lola, AC, Alfa Romeo to name but a few. 
Of course, Le Mans is about charismatic drivers as well as charismatic cars. So one of the show’s hosts will be Britain’s Mr Le Mans, Derek Bell MBE. He’s won the 24 Hours no fewer than five times out of an extraordinary 26 starts. With him will be veteran Le Mans drivers Richard Attwood – the first man to win the race for Porsche, driving a 917 – and Ferrari hero David Piper, who will bring to the event one of his own much loved Le Mans Ferraris. Other Le Mans racing drivers and celebrities will be present to meet the crowds and sign autographs.
It’s all happening at the Royal Hospital Chelsea in central London, celebrated venue of the Chelsea Flower Show, and home of the Chelsea Pensioners. Alongside the Le Mans cars and drivers there will be classic and prestige performance automobiles, a line-up of the latest supercars, displays and car parades, plus numerous inviting dealership, auto trade and memorabilia stands. 
And, uniquely, anyone owning a classic, performance sports or supercar marque with Le Mans lineage can be part of the show. All owners need to do is register on the event’s new site at www.chelseaautolegends.com to join the Classic Automobile and Super Marque park within the grounds.
Visitor entry £12 online in advance (accompanied U16s free), £15 at the gate.  Car (including driver) registrations £20 online in advance, £25 at the gate.
Chelsea AutoLegends is working to raise funds for the Royal Hospital Chelsea and the retired soldiers for whom they care.
Trade and memorabilia stands, dealership displays and hospitality enclosures available - see www.chelseaautolegends.com or contact info@chelseaautolegends.com or tel: 0845 403 1025 for further information.
